A retinitis pigmentosa register for western Australia.
This paper describes the main elements of the Western Australian retinitis pigmentosa register including details of the data stored on the register, aspects of the coding systems used and some description of the tests employed in diagnosis of retinitis pigmentosa. The register is family based and contains data on affected individuals and on their unaffected relatives. As at November 1991, the register contained data for 391 individuals from 207 separate families. Of the 391 individuals, 240 had definite or probable retinitis pigmentosa and 26 were possibly affected. The remainder were unaffected family members. In many cases, both affected and unaffected family members are being studied serially and the register is designed to store and easily retrieve serial data to allow study of disease progression for individuals and within families.